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Instructor: Jeffrey Drouin – jdrouin@illinois.edu
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Overview

The experimentation that defines  early  Twentieth-Century  literature first  occurred  in—and because  of—
avant-garde periodicals that took advantage of  new publishing technologies and shifting readerships. Due in 
part to the contingent of  British and American authors living in Paris, the magazines throughout the period 
exhibited a markedly international and polyglot nature that is being freshly examined today. This course will 
introduce students to the methods of  periodical studies in order to gain an appreciation for the discourses of  
modernism in  its  original  context  of  international  and  interlingual  exchange.  Our  reading  materials  will 
consist of  digitized magazines stored at the Modernist Journals Project (http://modjourn.org), as well as the 
regular and special collections holdings of  the University Library. The nature of  these materials means that  
we  will  pay  significant  attention  to  issues  of  archival  digitization  and  data  curation,  using  interactive  
technologies as appropriate to our methods. The course will be taught in English.

Course Website

Our course website is not only a public information hub but the place where collaborative work will happen.  
You will perform several research-oriented assignments in small groups, the results of  which will be posted to 
the website. In that way, you will make it  an archive of  scholarship and research ideas for this emerging  
branch of  modernist studies. The website also displays an interactive timeline of  discourses in magazines, to 
which  you  will  contribute.  The  timeline  will  be  a  resource  for  you  as  you  complete  your  own writing 
assignments, and can also serve as a resource for other scholars of  modernist magazines. In that way, we will  
talk about the intellectual operations involved both in building this kind of  resource and in using it for our  
own scholarly writing.

There might be an occasional reading response assignment on the website, but you are encouraged to write 
blog posts, to contribute links, and to add or edit content at any time. Remember, it’s your site, so think about  
how your work affects the overall product, and make the most of  it!

Digital Archives

(MJP) The Modernist Journals Project—http://modjourn.org—will be our primary source. Be sure to familiarize 
yourself  with the entire site. The magazines can be found by clicking on the “Journals” link in the main 
navigation area.

(IDA) The International Dada Archive—http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/dada/index.html—at the University of  Iowa 
will also form a substantial source for our interlingual and visual investigations.

(MMP)  The  Modernist  Magazines  Project—http://modmags.cts.dmu.ac.uk—at  De Montfort  University  (UK) 
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offers a different set of  images of  some of  the same periodicals held at the MJP, as well as a few from 
Scotland and other places.

Required Texts

(SW) Modernism in the Magazines: An Introduction, Robert Scholes and Cliff  Wulfman (Yale 2010).
(D) Items available from download through electronic reserves.
(R) Items available at the library reserve desk.

Recommended Texts

René Taupin, L'Influence du Symbolisme Français sur la Poésie Américaine (1910-1920)
Pamela Genova, Symbolist Journals: A Culture of  Correspondence

Grading

Class Participation 15%
Blog Posts 20%
Projects 30%
Final Project 35%

Week 1: Modernism, Magazines

Tues 1/18

How should we read magazines? Introduction to the Modernist Journals Project (http://modjourn.org) and 
literary modernism. Wyndham Lewis on the page.

Thur 1/20

• “Modernity and the Rise of  Modernism: A Review” in SW, pp. 26-43

Spend some time “thumbing through” or searching magazines in the MJP. Come prepared to talk about how 
you moved around in the magazines, to share some general  impressions, and to indicate one interesting  
example (note the issue and page #) to share onscreen in class. In what ways do the magazines you looked at  
reflect modernity or modernism?

Week 2: Modernism and Periodical Studies

Tues 1/25

• “Ezra Pound: Founder of  Modern Periodical Studies” in SW, pp. 1-25

Thur 1/27

• Sean Latham, “New Age Scholarship: The Work of  Criticism in the Age of  Digital Reproduction” (D)
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• Sean Latham and Robert Scholes, “The Rise of  Periodical Studies” (D)

Week 3: Reading Periodicals

Tues 2/1

• George Bornstein, “How To Read a Page: Modernism and Material Textuality” (D)
• Due: Blog post (1-2 paragraphs) on an instance of  bibliographic coding in Blast or The New Age. 

Thur 2/3

• “How to Study a Modern Magazine” (SW)
• Find items of  interest in Blast and The New Age. Add them to the timeline and be prepared to discuss 

in class.

Week 4: France and the Anglophone World in Early Modernism

Tues 2/8

• William Marx, “Two Modernisms: T.S. Eliot and La Nouvelle Revue Française” (D)

Tues 2/10

• Find items of  interest in La Nouvelle Revue Française (R) and any pre-war magazines in the (MJP). Add 
them to the timeline and be prepared to discuss in class.

Week 5: France and the Anglophone World in Early Modernism

Tues 2/15

• Mark Morrisson, “The Myth of  the Whole: Ford’s  English Review,  the  Mercure de France,  and Early 
British Modernism” (D)

• Due: Blog post (2-3 paragraphs) on some aspect of  British-French relations in pre-war magazines.

Thur 2/17

• Due: Project 1 – Small-group collaborative essays on several discourses pertaining to French literature 
or France in pre-war magazines.

Week 6: Modernism and Commercial Culture

Tues 2/22
 

• “Modernism's Other: The Art of  Advertising” in SW, pp. 118-142
• Take a good close read of  the two issues of  Blast for its use of  advertising rhetoric and typographical 

strategies. Come to class prepared to discuss the ramfications of  these for its avant-garde aesthetic.



Thur 2/24

• Look through any magazines at the (MJP) or in the Library reserves between 1900-1918 for their  
display of  advertisements. Be sure to add items into the timeline and tag them. If  you use a print 
source, please photograph it and upload to your blog post (see below).

• Due: Blog post (2 paragraphs) on an interesting case where an advertisement does (or does not) bear  
a relationship to the literary or artistic content. What differences (if  any) do you see in advertising 
strategy between British and French magazines?

Week 7: Modernism and Commercial Culture

Tues 3/1

• Mark  Morrisson,  “Marketing  British  Modernism:  The  Freewoman,  the  Egoist,  and  Counterpublic 
Spheres.”

• Look through The Egoist (R) and The Little Review (R). Add interesting items to the timeline and be 
prepared to discuss in class.

Thur 3/3

• Due: Blog post (2 paragraphs) on how marketing strategies differ between either  The Egoist or  The 
Little Review and one other French or English magazine in the (MJP) or Library reserves.

Week 8: WWI

Tues 3/8

• Paul Peppis, “'Surrounded by a multitude of  other Blasts': Vorticism and the Great War.”
• Look through war-related content in Blast and any Dada magazines or ephemera at the (IDA). Add 

items to timeline and be prepared to discuss in class.

Thur 3/10

• Andrzej Gasiorek, “The 'Little Magazine' as Weapon: BLAST (1914-1915)” (D)
• Due: Blog post (2 paragraphs) comparing Blast's representations of  war with Dada magazines at the 

(IDA). What are the primary features of  discourse about France that you notice?

Week 9: WWI

Tues 3/15

• Andrew Thacker, “Aftermath of  War: Coterie (1919-21), New Coterie (1925-7), Robert Graves and The 
Owl (1919-23)” (D)

• Look through Coterie (MJP), New Coterie (R), and The Owl (MJP) for war-related items and add them to 
the timeline. Be prepared to discuss how they reflect the magazines' relationship to France.

Thur 3/17



• Due: Project 2 – Small group collaborative essays on war or commercial culture between 1900-1919.

SPRING BREAK – 3/19-3/28

Week 10: Post-War Paris: Exile, Pilgrimage, Networking

Tues 3/29

• Chapters  from Sylvia  Beach's  Shakespeare  and Company (D):  “Palais  Royale,” “A Bookshop of  My 
Own,” “Pilgrims from America,” “The Silver Ship,” “Jules Romains and the Copains,” “Notre Cher  
Gide,” “Successor to Ulysses”

• Due: Blog post (2 paragraphs): How do the selections from Beach's memoir inform our discussion of 
print culture networks so far?

Thur 3/31

• “'On or About December 1910'” (SW)
• We will use this meeting to start developing research topics for the final project.

Week 11: Magazines, Visual Art, and Interlingual Experiment: The 1920s

Tues 4/5

• “Modernism in the Magazines: The Case of  Visual Art” in SW, pp. 73-117
• Look at Aesthete 25, Dada, Blindman, and any other magazines in the (IDA). Add items to timeline and 

be prepared to discuss in class.
• Due: Blog post (2 paragraphs) on the nature and the use of  art in anglophone and francophone 

magazines.

Thur 4/7

• Look  through  the  Anglo-French magazine  transition (R)  for  art  and  art  criticism.  Add  items  of 
interest to the timeline and be prepared to show/discuss in class.

Week 12: Magazines, Visual Art, and Interlingual Experiment: The 1920s and 1930s

Tues 4/12

• Look at Man Ray's visual art and criticism in transition and watch his short film (15 mins) L'Étoile-de-
Mer (1928).

• Due: Blog post (2 paragraphs) on how Man Ray's content in transition relates to other discourses there.

Thur 4/14

• We will watch the movie in class and discuss what you newly picked up on since watching it and 
writing over the weekend.



Week 13: Magazines, Visual Art, and Interlingual Experiment: The 1930s

Tues 4/19

• Look at installments of  James Joyce's “Continuation of  A Work In Progress” and language poetry in 
transition and other French or English magazines in the Library reserves. Add items to timeline and be 
prepared to discuss in class.

Thur 4/21

Due: Project 3 – Small group collaborative essays on visual and/or linguistic experiment in the magazines.

Week 14: Magazines in the Archive: The Informatics of  Storage and Analysis

Tues 4/26

• “The  Hole in the Archive and the Study of  Modernist Magazines” (SW)

Thur 4/28

• “Rethinking Modernist Magazines: From Genres to Database” (SW)

Week 15: Magazines in the Archive: The Informatics of  Storage and Analysis

Tues 5/3

FINAL PAPERS DUE 5/XX
EXAMS 5/6 – 5/13


